
fr? of 8 f e w  nets  in Lake Chmplr?ln w i l l  in- 

jnre the sporting firshin@ 

A. I herpm't 92-1s slightest doubt about it. 

In the fir8t plaice, it dicllc?edlts t h e  people 

of t h e  whole p lnce ,  bectz?ise I t  p e s  out to  

t h e  world thnt they R r e  catching Pfeh when. 

the lrrr doesn't pennit i t .  

0 .  T)o yoxi think tmt the poor m ~ n  should be 

made to stiffer fur the  ignorenee of other 

people? 

A. It i sn ' t  the? be& thine for him t o  Bo an 

nnlmrffil a c t *  and it i s  tmlmful ,  because i t  

l a  unri~htean8.  I hRV8 Reen t k m  take otrt 

thowaEtn8s Of' those f l 8 h  to n€!ZIVm! thefr 



2 

fnrms wi t i l .  

Q. Of course, net fjsiling slioiild not b e  al- 

lowe0 without p r o p e r  means of refulating i t .  

T h e  t h i n e  atends ir! this a a y ;  yot) nave cot 

two S t a t e s  end CanRda bordering on Lake Cham- 

plain. P o w  it is cse.id ttiat the whitefish 

end t h e  pike go up Blississquoi B e y ,  and if 

you take that '  fis!iery me.y f r o m  Canada i t  

leaves then noth ing  at a l l ,  and the queatlan 

is whether you c8n esk Canada t o  Give up all 

that fishing. 

A. Whet does it m o w t  to in revenue t o  the 

people of Cansdn a8 compered w i t h  the reve- 

nue t h e y  wotild derive Prom t h e  people who 

come t o  this aect ion t u  e n g q e  i n  sport f ish-  

in E? 

Q. L#ce 0ntar.io e.nd Pew Ycwk have cut off 

practically all comnercial fishiw 

by prohibiting the nee of n e t s  within a mils 

of' the shore. ThRt 188 forcdl %hmrnu& the 
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Legtslature of Y e a  York by people 3ntcrezrted 

in spor t  f i sh ing .  Em there  is no question 

bvt  what comemi61 ,tisiiing is carried on 

without  t k a '  s l igkt*~st injui?i t o  tile sport 

fishinc. 

A .  3s t i i & t  not because of the i'frct that the 

w a t e r  Prea is vaster %than it is here? As I 

look at. i t ,  t h e  verx f a c t  that R few people 

jn t h e  nor the rn  part of Lake Champlain are 

permitted t o  pit in their seines there mc¶ 

.@.Ice t!ie ri-sh o u t  of t h p t  part of the l e k e ,  

and rob t h e  abu'tliern part ,  m U  the rnicldle 

p a r t  ena t h e  m r t h e r n  half of i t ,  is a great 

~ o n r c e  af i rr5 t a t i o ' n ,  

Q. Btit w i l l  these men b e  compensated i n  any 

any'? 

A. I thjnk they r i l l  bs cornper!mied. f 

think t!iat' " t h e  t i~ae of simmer travel w i l l  

ftwell Up md occupy t h a t  place end l iave  

m c m q  there. ljiist EIS i t  w i l l  in t!ie State  of 
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Vermont. 

Q. B t d  pone of t h e  p a r t i e s  t h &  we. hme 

talkeci w j  t h  sa:?' t i i P t  they are benefj t sd  by 

the spor t  fishing? 

8.  Of course, they don't; to-da27 t h e y  think 

the!r are bznef5ted more bj- seining. 1s 3 t  

richt thet R f e w  men siioiild d e s t r o y  t h e  

right I of 8 hundred times that nvmber? 

Q. R u t  ttiere comes in t h e  gr*cat q w s t i o n  RS 

t o  whether t h e y  do harm it. 

A. I th jnk  they do harm it. Shortly after 

I: l e f t  col le&e 3  ne down 1,o t h i s  laks am3 

fished from R boat,  and we never c m e  back 

w i t h  less- that? rrom -10 to 20 pike and bass. 

Q. Do you re@nrti t h e  p i k e  E'S 8 good fish? 

A. YUB, sir; fishin!: for them i o  very nice 

. -  

spcirt . 
Q. W i l l  t h e y  f i g h t ?  

A. No, fair; but then it I s  The aport that 

' they nf'forQI and t he  niXtd7er of f i R i i  t h t  R r O  



5 

taken. When they mmnenced .tI:ls work m d  

let up for awhile or, those seirIss f Rhing 

the f i s h e s  died out more than three-quarters 

here. 

Q. A m  your barrs &FI shundmt 88 they used4 

tQ be? 

A. No, t h e y  ere no t .  

Q. Your baas have decreased by the sports- 

m0n thenaelvss,  m d  they acboaledce  i t ;  

they catch hundreds and himdreas of bass and 

throw them away .  If you re8trSct the  cormf31'- 

cia1 f is hermen, don' t you honestly think 

that the sport men shoiild be rest rictea? 

A. UndoUbteBly 3 do. 

Q. Don't you think that the allowtng of 

mny f i a h  which 81'6 taken by the seine t o  re- 

main in the h k e  d e t 3 t ~ ~ y S  large ntmbsrs of 

yonr b l a c k  bass? 

A. I clon't know- anytiline about that ; I only 

know the net result of what I see fm the 
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stand-point of an m t 8 5 d e r .  I have heard a 

great deal of discnssion in t h e  Lecislature 

by peonle interested i n  that  thine,  and they 

condemn& the  s e i n e  fjahint: beyond rnmsu're. 

Q. Didn't they do i t  thmwyh ignoranae? 

A. P o s s i b l y ;  but it s e e m  to  me Llat some 

of t h e  framers of the law know about this 

thfnq. 

39 X r . W & e h m :  We h w e  held In CPmeda 

t hn t  t h e  p i k e  were fjsh tha t .  prey@& iipon the 

spart in5 Ti sh . 

of is t h e  pfke. 

By Ilr.Rethbun: Of cotw8e, where bass an2 

rmiskaU,o&qe exist you ought to preserve them 

for a y r t i n g  ptl~.lnmes. 

* By !dr.Tftaomb: We ape ailling t o  g i l l  

net. at,uro;aon if 5fr.Rlsthbtin is willing t o  847 

that  t h e  pike shwI1 be considered in all the 

l e e a  as Bporting f i s h .  



A. The wall-eye8 pika  would take out one of 

t h e  principal f'ooB fishes of the country. 

B y  k:r.Waketham: T h i s  fishery In Liississ- 

' quof Bay was cont imed mder regslatfons f o r  

mny years, ~ n c '  it kns Font? on under the 

same r e p l e t i o n s  ewer slnce.  Almy of the 

properties rilonc the lake  Ere valuab3.e on ac- 

coiint of the  fisheries a t t ~ c h e i i  t,@ them. 

A. Bver s i w e  those rights ex js ted  ~ i 8  far 

beck 88 I CRH remember our people  were un- 

f'evoreble t o  Ctnedirm f ishing there.  I have 

seen car londa of stnff' shippod over our 

mbd; we crrnnot stop t ha t .  A h:)ndred bar-  

r e l s  e~ thmvq:i by express night  Rfter nicht. 

Now t o  r-im that under th3 noses of the peo- 

p l e  of t b e  S t t i t e  of Vermont is v e r y  Srritat- 

inK. There i s  very l i t t l e  of Lake ChEURplain 

i n  CrznaUs., and I t  seeqs unfortunr,te t o  our 

people becaiis'e it mal ly  cont ro ls  the ssitna- 

t ion .  
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Q. Do you R a l l y  think that it does c m t r o l  

the s i tnat ion  to w7ch an extenti' It was snip- 

posed t h a t  tile w e s t e r n  part of Lake Erie con- 

t r o l l e d  t h e  vtiole fSs!iin.? of that leka. Now, 

- 

in the mmer season and u n t i l  it ends there 

is not e. b h i t e f j s h  or a hsrrirq.: at t!ie west- 

tha t  all t h e  spewninf-; was done fit t!i& end. 

pSke dic? decrsass enormously f r o m  1880 t o  

111357 T h o t  i p 1  t h e  :dlderst analng Iiere--that 

t h e  wkli-eye& pike was a ram catch here; 
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and then I think tilere was mors protectlon 

given t o  it ? o r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  end i t  cnnie 

bee k e..;Rin. 

Q. 3iat Canada ccmin? in w i t h  her estab- 

li sh&. 4lslisrias claims f is ' i inc rif=;:t s w h i c h ,  

sated in any o the r  wky . 

expert ,  md tlie metiiods of ncccwplisi-iinl: the  

r z m l t ,  rwst  b e  ciecidecl by r;entiemsn W!IQ are 

expert's ir?. t h e  bi3sjness;  but w h a t  I tnjnk 

shni~lci  b e  done i s 4 0  have iznifoltr, laws; the 

s l i p h o d  mmneli in which t h a t  trt+fl"ic is c a r  

ried an t 0 - d ~ )  is a 8 0 ~ m e  of' Incessant in- 

Jxry, anu yij 11 produce j u s t  what i t  5s pro- 

ducjng. a trzrnendons mmvr?t of illecal f i s h -  

inf);. W e  have got roads in CPnadr., jn Sew 

York 'ma i n  Vemont, and I tun i n t e r e s t e d  in 

t h e  development of the'  possenzos  t r h f f i c  to 

its i z t m o s t ,  and I can see p l a i n l y  that unl- 
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is 1S.mi t e d  . 

. .  



views fn m p r d  to I j s l i ing  i n  ::;is section. 

b , .  I am no fisilar:nm, end I don't- fish a 

over t .here end s k i p  over  on t h i s  siiie m d  

ship t.:ie fish. Of ccmrse, i t  is not !mown 

nerket from diTfeJ+ent  p o j n t s ,  it is n u t  crim- 
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15 barrels of p i k e ,  b m s ,  ~LM wall-eyed pike 

to 3oston. 

9. iIow did he cet t i i s  b a s s ?  

A. By seine.  

Q. 

wher, he got tk'e b m s ?  

A. hear  biississquoi B a q ,  but on the 'v'emont 

side; n e w  Alburg.  

Q. #'hat sezson of thu sdason was that? 

A. In June, 1 i h i n k ;  f ishing is not allowed 

i h m .  

- 
* .  

In w m t  pzr t  i cnlar  p lac  e was ii e M shim 

32 kir.\Yakiian': That would b e  in t h o  spawn- 

ine; time of tile bass? 

A. YBS, sir. 

By A~r.2athbl.m: We a33 fully real ize  that  

any sheet or water can b e  fieired out ,  but 

'!,der proper restriction ::ow would it be? 

A.  If ~o!r !r& a lsw tiiat Wonld b e  enforced; 

of course, it m31;lit be S l Z C i l  8 ~estriction 

that nobotiy WoiI3 .Q Tinil. any halt  with  it. 
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P.. Y o u  cRn if the piibljc  sent$msnt,wjl l  

back you, In t h i a  town t h e  people  Eire 
r 

RCainBt the en-Fhrcement of the  l i q r i o r  law; 

yoti tnks I t  fn a major i ty  of t o m s  21x2 

l i k e  th i8  nnd Burlington yon ce.nnot enforce 

that hw. We vndertonk to mfhree  the  low 

in t h i ~  town by closing every plrrce np* and 

the p l e c a ~  were a l l  close8 so t!iat tt:ere 

w~sn't a plrtce for r, mcin t o  stay over night ,  

0,. Isn't Pishine cn.rried on r ight  Rlong 

every d ~ g  OR t h e  &oras of t h e  hap? 

P. Very ljttle; I think mder the present 
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tu l e t  these iseSnea be v!+ed w i t h o n t  proper 
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t i o n  on lj qtzor; siqqwse y0t.z allowed liquor 

s e l l i n g  i n  this c i t y ,  would you ncit l i m i t  

t.he ntnnbcr of pzrsom sell ing it; now is you 

hw?; a I”ir9.t to do that, have you not the 

rim% w i t h  the fishemen? 

P-. It w o u l d  require considerable to enforce 

such a l a w ;  it would take  PI l icense t o  Bo i t .  

The license ir, Cmadcr is e6 low as $5.00 on 

nets, end it r i m s  7xp t o  $50.00. They catch 

e l l  the Su l l I i e~As  m y  tins of yenr they want 

t o  ~ight here in t5is 16ke. In the bay8 

that empty i n t o  Liississquoi Bay they are 

f ishing there. This  yosr Pislrini-; is not al- 

lowed there. 

By Mr.Wnkehan: Do yon con8 ider pfke a 

aport fish? 

A. I do n o t ;  baas i o  the only sport f ish.  

lo )rot1 g:et m7rSkPllcrnge here? 

’0, sir, The  pike is t rea ted  in a 1rtrp;e 
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a aertafn t i m e  from the local  Government. 

There are a ereat many nets  that are leasea 

in t h a t  way; they w i l l  not allow any one to 

f i sh  W i t h  nets .  

Q. WRS that trout alwrays in Lake kiemphrem- 

ma, or was it  plantea there? 

A. I think i t  was planted there.  

By Mr.Titcomb: There were lake tror2t i n  

t h i s  lake  a hundred years 8 ~ 0 ,  btit they have 

become entirely exterminated; w e  don't take 

much interest  in  the comercia1 Mshfng, but 

i n  Swanton they do. 

By Mr.Rathbun: There i s  another thing re- 

spect ine  market fishermen; they generally 

consider that they have certain nattiral 

right 8 t o  fish alone the  coast where they re- 

side, and, of co i~rse ,  thet 18 pnera l ly  rec- 

oenizeti. N o  m8n has a rlmt to  Ao w!mt is 

1 to  the  comnunity, rad whatever 

we clve him or he I s  allowed t o  tnke 
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mist be subjec t  t o  t h e  l m s  of the uomnunitg. 

Kow, ufi 8 rule, t h e  Cmsdian lnws have been 

more thou,&tflilly worked up f o r  a large area 

than heve those for. t he  United S ta tesc  Take 

the  whitefish, f o r  instance--you c a U  them 

shad--they l ime always a c lose  season f o r  

them cluring t h e  spawning per iod,  and t h a t  ap- 

plies every-where. That is a c o m e r c i a 1  

fish which on the  American criBe has no close 

season anywhere. We have never sought t o  

p ro tec t  t ha t  f i s h  by g iv ing  it 8 close sea- 

son. With t h e  l e e  t roi i t  Canada has also a 

close season for i t ,  and w i t h  the pike the 

same way--a close season duriw the spawnhg 

season. Pow we h8ve none of those seasons 

excepting w i t h  sport fish. The a p o r t i w  men 

have ha3 an i n t e r e s t  i n  connection w i t h  hav- 

ing t h e  laws pRssed. In  case of the comer-  

cia1 f i s h e r i e s  yon don't expect t h e  fisher- 

man t o  seek t h e  passaee of any mmon  laws, 

s 
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and the different c anomsalths have e i t h s r  

neglected the m a t t e r  or have not b c m  aSlc 

t o  pass laws for the bcnefit  of those,f ish-  

ernen. 

The wltneas: What aoi?ld bs yonr idea of a 

l i cense  here? 

By Mr . Rsthbun : I don ' t thin?? the que st ion 

of cost of l icense  is  one that a m m t s  t o  

anythine; i t  is the fact  of mgisterfnZ, End 

yoiz m f E h t  Pix the cost  of' l i cense  at any 

amount you please. 

Ry &ir.Titccnb: I am personally acquainted 

with every fisl~errn€m that f ished up there, 

and they all know m e ,  and the fac t  that they 

know me makes a dil'f'erence with them. They 

say that they didn' t  know t h o  Corrniissioner 

before, md thfit they were treated as c r i m i -  

nals. If t h a t  finme system were cont inued 

the whole leneth of t h e  lake d?lrinf: t he  

faII--a nominal l i cense - i t  woti lc i  Give us c. 
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control v!?iek we mnnot  et i n  m y  rhtiier way, 

It rnRkes it s e l P - r e p l 2 t  ins. T h z  irCluer:c e 

which you m n  brinF; t o  b a r  by n z a t i r i  the 

f l s h e m e n  per9nnczlly is of %he eroat-c;st im- 

portemce. We have p m e  mong t11en-i and we 

h w c  received t he  most courteous treatment 

f r o m  t h e  very worst of' t h e  fis!iarmen. If 

you COT? epproack: the  flshermen and e m  em- 

cpts them--I mean t h e  rnnrket fj shernen--yon 

c8n b d n g  an i n f l u e m e  t o  bear 3pon t h e m  

t h p t  w i l l  b e  of very ereat benefit. .  

The witness: Before Mr.Titcomb W B 8  ap- 

pointed Comrnisqioner e very different f'eel- 

lnE exfsted; a f i s h  warden t a s  in &anger of 

his l i f e ;  b?it t o-day t h R t  fbellng I s  client;&. 

Ry Mr.Rathb?m: The guzstion fs wiisther it 

in In t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of the f i s h  md in the 

gsneral i n t e r e s t s  of the State to rr l low any 

rrmrkat f j ahinc. 

A. There s?io*.ildn't be m y  market fjshinz 
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By f!r.Bakehnm: Whet woulC.  yo:^ d o  with th3 

flsh t h p t  don't t&c t h e  hook? 

1.. Trke then in l i m j t  SI q x r - t i t i z s .  I have 

been t o l d  by the  o l d e s t  res idsnt s  t k p t  a m y  

beck in serly c?r;ys, ivhen t h e  fjsh wept up 

P i k e  River to spawn, t h a t  they c c ~ - ~ l d  grab 

them rlpht on t  End tnrov them into t h e i r  

beskat .  s . 
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liese risk 







S t p t e ,  I believe-? 

c .  Only this aeaaon. 

A. R t t s s  c h i e f l y ,  mc? some p i c k e r e l .  I went 

p i k e  8s w e l l  ns the ~ F R S ?  
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A .  Yes, s i r .  Lie had some other  sportsmen, 

were j i i s t  tiis thing. J went to F'renklin 

Pond, Find t ,nere were v i t h  me t w o  othsr* can- 

tlemen m d  P F r e n c h m ~ r ,  e s  my f p i d e ;  the next 

rnorninfr: p.boo\it. 4 o'clock he anchored US on 

Bass Rock, end I cmy;ht e ight  b e s s  there in 

aiiecession; I had two OR a t  once. I had 

b R s 8  t h R t  mqasured 20 inc!ies md 21 1/2 inch- 

ee, end we had H l i t t l e  p i k e .  T h z  next day 

pound 8 . 
0,. That is t h e  smrll-mouth veriety? 

A .  Y e s ,  a i r .  

-(, \  ,-&I Q. Have you become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  tkjs ques- 
I 

-* 

tion whic?i we are jnvest igst ing of comer -  

c ia1  f i s ? d . D E  on t h e  lrike here? 

A.  I hew nothjnc rtbout i t  imtil I WP.S et 

Albnrf: lRst mmmer; t l i e y  were speakinr: about 

the n e t t i n c  of p i k e  in t h e  SpawninP; 8e8son, 
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northerr. Tart of t h e  l & e *  Snt you vJ11 not 

pPko 5.n deeper  water. IGsr I t h i n k  t k a t  that 

takes out t h e  prime f i s h  End l eaves  tile oth- 

e m  there .  

whose spawnin,? f y o m d s  R r e  elsewhere? 



8 

n, T?lat. is what. I think.  

A.  E O ,  a i r ;  :!le:- m;.,ke R r i c e  tnhlc rish f P  



9 






